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Sec. 

1885a. Women in science and engineering; support of 
activities by Foundation for promotion, 
etc. 

1885b. Participation in science and engineering of 
minorities and persons with disabilities. 

1885c. Committee on Equal Opportunities in Science 
and Engineering. 

(a) Establishment; purposes. 
(b) Membership; Chairperson; term of 

members. 
(c) Responsibilities of Committee. 
(d) Standing or ad hoc subcommittees. 
(e) Biennial report. 

1885d. Biennial reports. 
1886. Data collection and analysis. 
1887. Indemnification of grantees, contractors, and 

subcontractors under ocean drilling pro-
gram; approvals and certifications by Direc-
tor. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in title 15 section 3707; 
title 20 section 3444. 

§ 1861. Establishment; composition 

There is established in the executive branch of 
the Government an independent agency to be 
known as the National Science Foundation 
(hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘Foundation’’). 
The Foundation shall consist of a National 
Science Board (hereinafter referred to as the 
‘‘Board’’) and a Director. 

(May 10, 1950, ch. 171, § 2, 64 Stat. 149.) 

SHORT TITLE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 107–368, § 1, Dec. 19, 2002, 116 Stat. 3034, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting sections 1862n to 
1862n–10 of this title, amending sections 1862i, 1862l, 
1863, 1873, and 1885 of this title, enacting provisions set 
out as notes under sections 1862b, 1862g, 1862n, 1864, and 
1885c of this title, and amending provisions set out as 
a note under section 1862k of this title] may be cited as 
the ‘National Science Foundation Authorization Act of 
2002’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1998 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 105–207, § 1, July 29, 1998, 112 Stat. 869, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting sections 1862k to 1862m 
of this title, amending sections 1862, 1863, 1864, 1873, 
1874, 1881a, 1881b, 1885b, 1885c, and 6686 of this title, and 
enacting provisions set out as notes under sections 
1862k and 6686 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Na-
tional Science Foundation Authorization Act of 1998’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 102–476, § 1, Oct. 23, 1992, 106 Stat. 2297, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting sections 1862h to 1862j 
of this title and amending section 1862 of this title] 
may be cited as the ‘Scientific and Advanced-Tech-
nology Act of 1992’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1988 AMENDMENTS 

Pub. L. 100–570, § 1, Oct. 31, 1988, 102 Stat. 2865, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting sections 1862a to 1862g, 
1870a, and 1881b of this title, amending sections 1863, 
1873, 1874, and 1885c of this title and sections 3011 to 3013 
of Title 20, Education, repealing former sections 1862a 
and 1862b of this title, enacting provisions set out as 
notes under sections 1861, 1875, and 7704 of this title and 
section 3911 of Title 20, and repealing provisions set out 
as a note under section 1861 of this title] may be cited 
as the ‘National Science Foundation Authorization Act 
of 1988’.’’ 

Pub. L. 100–570, title II, § 201, Oct. 31, 1988, 102 Stat. 
2873, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting sections 1862a 
to 1862d of this title, repealing former sections 1862a 

and 1862b of this title, and repealing provisions set out 
as a note under section 1861 of this title] may be cited 
as the ‘Academic Research Facilities Modernization 
Act of 1988’.’’ 

Pub. L. 100–418, title VI, § 6401, Aug. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 
1542, which provided that subtitle E (§§ 6401–6403) of title 
VI of Pub. L. 100–418, enacting sections 1862a and 1862b 
of this title, was to be cited as the ‘‘National Science 
Foundation University Infrastructure Act of 1988’’, was 
repealed by Pub. L. 100–570, title II, § 206, Oct. 31, 1988, 
102 Stat. 2878. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 99–383, § 1, Aug. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 813, provided: 
‘‘That this Act [amending sections 1862, 1864a, 1869, and 
1870 of this title and section 5316 of Title 5, Government 
Organization and Employees, repealing sections 1876 to 
1879 of this title, and enacting provisions set out as 
notes under sections 1885a and 6614 of this title] may be 
cited as the ‘National Science Foundation Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 1987’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 99–159, title I, § 101, Nov. 22, 1985, 99 Stat. 887, 
provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting section 1886 of this 
title, amending sections 1862, 1863, 1864, 1868 to 1872, 
1873, 1874, 1881a, 1882, and 1885 to 1885d of this title, re-
pealing sections 1873a and 1884 of this title, and amend-
ing provisions set out as notes under sections 1861 and 
1882 of this title] may be cited as the ‘National Science 
Foundation Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1986’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 96–516, § 1, Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 3007, as 
amended by Pub. L. 99–159, title I, § 111(a), Nov. 22, 1985, 
99 Stat. 892, provided: ‘‘That this Act [enacting sections 
1885 to 1885d of this title, amending sections 1863, 1874, 
1875, 1881, and 1881a of this title, and enacting provi-
sions set out as notes under sections 1861, 1864, 1866, and 
1885 of this title] may be cited as the ‘National Science 
Foundation Authorization and Science and Engineering 
Equal Opportunities Act’.’’ 

Pub. L. 96–516, § 31, Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 3010, as 
amended by Pub. L. 99–159, title I, § 111(b)(1), Nov. 22, 
1985, 99 Stat. 892, provided that: ‘‘This part [part B 
(§§ 31–39), enacting sections 1885 to 1885d of this title, 
and provisions set out as notes under section 1885 of 
this title] may be cited as the ‘Science and Engineering 
Equal Opportunities Act’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1977 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 95–99, § 1, Aug. 15, 1977, 91 Stat. 831, provided: 
‘‘That this Act [enacting sections 1869b, 1873a, and 1884 
of this title, amending sections 1862, 1863, 1873, and 1882 
of this title, and enacting provisions set out as a note 
under section 1862 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Na-
tional Science Foundation Authorization Act, Fiscal 
Year 1978’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 94–471, § 1, Oct. 11, 1976, 90 Stat. 2053, provided: 
‘‘That this Act [enacting sections 1882 and 1883 of this 
title, amending section 1863 of this title, and enacting 
provisions set out as notes under sections 1862, 1864, 
1873, and 5820 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Na-
tional Science Foundation Authorization Act, 1977’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of act May 10, 1950, provided: ‘‘That this Act 
[enacting this chapter] may be cited as the ‘National 
Science Foundation Act of 1950’.’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Office of Science and Technology, including offices of 
Director and Deputy Director, provided for by sections 
1 and 2 of Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1962, abolished and all 
functions vested by law in Office of Science and Tech-
nology or Director or Deputy Director of Office of 
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